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never seen such a villain," said Carson of him. " He looked
like some evil wild beast, I almost expected him to leap over
the dock and attack me." After the trial it was discovered
that, before he came to England, he had married a woman in
Poland and had beheaded her. Yet he died protesting his
innocence. Who can say what thoughts were passing through
that dreadful brain ? When he was asked whether he would
like to see his friends at the last, he said, " I have none."
But there is very interesting evidence, ably epitomised by
Mr. H. L. Adam in his introduction to his edition of this
trial, that justice had at last caught a greater criminal even
than George Chapman, alias Severin Klosowski, appeared
to be. When Detective-Inspector Godley arrested him, he
observed to his colleague, " You've got Jack the Ripper at
last."
Jack the Ripper was the mysterious criminal who mur-
dered women of the unfortunate class, at the end of the last
century, by terrible mutilations. No man was ever brought
to justice for these horrible crimes, but the following re-
markable considerations may suggest that the man whom
Carson prosecuted to conviction in his sole murder trial in
the English Courts was Jack the Ripper. First, the Ripper's
mutilations could hardly have been done save by a man with
knowledge of surgery. Chapman was a surgeon. All the
crimes of Jack the Ripper took place in the years 1888-
1889. Chapman had recently come to England in 1888,
and remained during the whole of that period. The venue of
Jack the Ripper's murders was, in several instances, White-
chapel and its environs. Chapman was working at a barber's
shop in Whitechapel during that period. In 1890, Chapman
migrated to New Jersey, and, in the same year, a series of
murders of the "Ripper" type took place in the locality of
Jersey City. In 1892, these Jersey murders ceased, when
Chapman had returned to England. When it is added that
the description of the man who was " wanted " for the
Whitechapel murders could also have been used with effect
for the arrest of Chapman, had he been able to abscond,
the identification becomes a little more than interesting
conjecture. Can it have been that Chapman indeed led two